
Introduction
Graft-versus-host disease (GVHD) is one of the major
complications of allogeneic bone marrow transplan-
tation and blood transfusion (1). GVHD is initiated by
donor T cells specific against the host antigens (1–3).
Acute GVHD is a rapidly progressing systemic illness
characterized by immunosuppression and tissue
injury in various organs, including liver, skin, and
intestinal mucosa (1–7). Especially in the liver, GVHD
is characterized by portal hepatitis, nonsuppurative
destructive cholangitis (NSDC), cholestasis, and
endotheliitis (1, 2, 8). Although the molecular patho-
genesis of GVHD remains to be uncovered, there is
general agreement that infiltrating T lymphocytes play
a central role (3–5, 7, 9, 10).

Previous studies have shown that in parent-into-F1
models, acute GVHD is characterized by a severe
reduction in host lymphocytes and a profound
immunodeficiency due to the activation of both donor
CD4+ and CD8+ T cell subsets in response to host
alloantigens (3, 11, 12). Early events that favor the
development of acute GVHD are engraftment of CD8+

T cells and production of IFN-γby donor CD4+ T cells
(3, 12). However, these studies were carried out in the
spleen, not in main target organs such as liver, skin,

and intestine. In addition, recent studies suggest that
both perforin- and Fas-mediated pathways are in-
volved in the systemic signs of GVHD, and epithelial
cell injury in liver, skin, and intestine appears to be
Fas-mediated (4–6, 9, 10).These observations led us to
investigate the main target organ, the liver, which has
a pivotal role in maintaining homeostasis.

Leukocyte migration is a multistep process involving
the sequential activation of various adhesion molecules
located on the immune cells and the vascular endothe-
lium, as well as a vast array of chemo-kines and their
receptors (13–17). The involvement of chemokines and
their receptors in inflammation has been elucidated
during the last several years (18–23), but their func-
tional roles in the progression of various diseases are
not yet fully understood. In light of the recruitment of
alloreactive T lymphocytes to a specific tissue site in
GVHD, we focused on the characterization of
chemokine receptors on these key lymphocytes and
investigated the role of these cells in the pathogenesis of
liver injury in a murine GVHD model.

Methods
Animals. C57BL/6 mice (B6, H-2b) were used as donors,
and (B6 × DBA/2)F1 mice (BDF1, H-2b×d) were used as

The Journal of Clinical Investigation | July 1999 | Volume 104 | Number 1 49

Active participation of CCR5+CD8+ T lymphocytes in the
pathogenesis of liver injury in graft-versus-host disease

Masako Murai,1,2 Hiroyuki Yoneyama,1,2 Akihisa Harada,1 Zhang Yi,1

Christian Vestergaard,1 Baoyu Guo,3 Kenji Suzuki,2 Hitoshi Asakura,2

and Kouji Matsushima1

1Department of Molecular Preventive Medicine and CREST, School of Medicine, The University of Tokyo, 
Tokyo 113-0033, Japan

2Third Department of Internal Medicine, Niigata University School of Medicine, Niigata 951, Japan
3Department of Molecular Pharmacology, Cancer Research Institute, Kanazawa University, Kanazawa 920, Japan

Address correspondence to: Kouji Matsushima, Department of Molecular Preventive Medicine, 
School of Medicine, The University of Tokyo, 7-3-1 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-0033, Japan. 
Phone: 81-3-5841-3431; Fax: 81-3-5684-2297; E-mail: koujim@m.u-tokyo.ac.jp.

Received for publication February 24, 1999, and accepted in revised form May 18, 1999.

We examined the molecular pathogenesis of graft-versus-host disease–associated (GVHD-associat-
ed) liver injury in mice, focusing on the role of chemokines. At the second week after cell transfer in
the parent-into-F1 model of GVHD, CD8+ T cells — especially donor-derived CD8+ T cells — infiltrated
the liver, causing both portal hepatitis and nonsuppurative destructive cholangitis (NSDC). These
migrating cells expressed CCR5. Moreover, macrophage inflammatory protein-1α (MIP-1α), one of
the ligands for CCR5, was selectively expressed on intralobular bile duct epithelial cells, endothelial
cells, and infiltrating macrophages and lymphocytes. Administration of anti-CCR5 antibody dra-
matically reduced the infiltration of CCR5+CD8+ T lymphocytes into the liver, and consequently pro-
tected against liver damage in GVHD. The levels of Fas ligand (FasL) mRNA expression in the liver
were also decreased by anti-CCR5 antibody treatment. Anti–MIP-1α antibody treatment also reduced
liver injury. These results suggest that MIP-1α–induced migration of CCR5-expressing CD8+ T cells
into the portal areas of the liver plays a significant role in causing liver injury in GVHD; thus, CCR5
and its ligand may be the novel target molecules of therapeutic intervention of hepatic GVHD.
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allograft recipients; all mice were 8–12 weeks old at the
time of the initial injection. BDF1 isografts were used as
controls. All mice were purchased from Charles River
Japan (Atsugi, Kanagawa, Japan). The mice were main-
tained in a pathogen-free mouse facility at The Depart-
ment of Molecular Preventive Medicine of The Universi-
ty of Tokyo. All experiments conformed with approved
animal care protocols of The University of Tokyo.

Preparation of recombinant GST protein fused with the
NH2-terminal portion of CCR5. We obtained cDNA
encoding the NH2-terminal extracellular portion of
CCR5 by PCR, using the full-length cDNA strand and
a set of oligonucleotides (5′-GCGAATTCATG-
GATTTT-3′ and 5′-GCGGATCCAGCCGCAATTTG-3′)
as a template and primers (24). The resulting fragment
was digested with EcoRI and BamHI and subcloned
into a GST fusion protein expression vector, pGEM4T-
3, which was predigested with EcoRI and BamHΙ.
Expression and purification of the GST fusion protein
was performed as described previously (24).

Preparation of polyclonal antibodies against GST protein
with the NH2-terminal portion of CCR5. Two New Zealand
white rabbits were immunized with 100 µg of the GST
fusion protein in CFA (Iatron, Tokyo, Japan), 8 times
at biweekly intervals. One week after the final immu-
nization, rabbits were bled and sera were obtained and
fractionated into IgG using a column packed with pro-
tein A-agarose (Pharmacia Biotech AB, Uppsala, Swe-
den). A portion of the IgG fraction was further digest-
ed with pepsin (Sigma Chemical Co., St. Louis,
Missouri, USA), and the (Fab′)2 fragment was obtained
by sequential chromatographies using protein-A affin-
ity and gel filtration columns as described previously
(24). The anti-CCR5 antibody stained only CCR5
transfectants, not CXCR1 or CXCR2 transfectants,
establishing binding specificity. Furthermore, the
chemotaxis of liver mononuclear cells, which was
induced by 100 ng/mL MIP-1α, was 50% inhibited by
100 µg/mL of IgG-fractionated anti-CCR5 antibody.

Induction of GVHD. Donor B6 spleen cells were pre-
pared as described previously (25, 26). Briefly, 5 × 107

spleen cells harvested from C57BL/6 donors were
injected into the tail veins of recipient mice. For the
indicated experiments, 200 µg of anti-CCR5 antibody,
rabbit γglobulin (Leinco, Ballwin, Missouri, USA), goat
anti-mouse MIP-1α–neutralizing antibody (R&D Sys-
tems Inc., Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA), or goat γ
globulin (Leinco Technologies Inc.) was dissolved in
200 µL of PBS. These were administered intravenously
to mice the first week after cell transfer. At the first or
second week after induction of GVHD, at least 3 mice
were sacrificed. Approximately 1 mL of blood was
obtained by cardiac puncture under ether anesthesia,
and liver samples were collected.

Biochemical analysis. Blood samples were collected at
the first week and the second week after grafting. Serum
alanine transferase (ALT) levels were determined with a
Fuji DRY-CHEM 5500V (Fuji Medical Systems, Tokyo,
Japan) according to the manufacturer’s instructions.

Histopathology. Tissues were fixed in 10% buffered for-
malin and embedded in paraffin. Sections were
stained with hematoxylin and eosin and examined by
light microscopy.

Preparation of liver-infiltrating lymphocytes. Mouse hepat-
ic mononuclear cells were prepared as described previ-
ously (21). Briefly, the livers were pressed through
stainless steel mesh and suspended in 10% FCS-
DMEM. The cell suspensions were treated with 33%
Percoll containing 100 U/mL heparin and were cen-
trifuged at 800 g for 10 minutes at room temperature.
The pellets were resuspended in RBC lysis solution,
washed 3 times in DMEM, and resuspended in 10%
FCS-DMEM.

Flow cytometry. Flow cytometric immunofluores-
cence analyses were performed as described previous-
ly (21). After incubation with anti-murine Fcγ recep-
tor mAb 2.4G2 (PharMingen, San Diego, California,
USA) for 10 minutes, cells were stained with saturat-
ing concentrations of FITC-, biotin-, or PE-conjugat-
ed mAb against CD3, CD4, CD8, B220, and H-2Dd

(purchased from PharMingen unless otherwise indi-
cated), and also stained with 10 µg/mL of rabbit anti-
CCR5 polyclonal antibody. The instrument compen-
sation was set in each experiment using single
color–stained samples, and both CD4+ T cells and
CD8+ T cells were sorted as described previously with
an EPICS Elite cell sorter (Coulter Electronics Ltd.,
Hialeah, Florida, USA) (21).

Immunohistochemistry. The preparation of liver spec-
imens was performed as described previously (21).
Briefly, after removal, liver samples were fixed in peri-
odate-lysine-paraformaldehyde, washed with PBS
containing sucrose, embedded in Tissue-Tek OCT
compound (Miles Inc., Elkhart, Indiana, USA), frozen
in liquid nitrogen, and cut into 7-µm sections with a
cryostat. After inhibition of endogenous peroxidase
activity (21), the sections were incubated with a rab-
bit anti CCR5 antibody or control rabbit IgG at a
concentration of 10 µg/mL. MIP-1α protein was
detected with goat IgG antibody against recombinant
mouse MIP-1α (R&D Systems Inc.) at a concentra-
tion of 10 µg/mL. CD4 and CD8 protein were identi-
fied with antibodies against CD4 and CD8,
(PharMingen) respectively. They were treated sequen-
tially with horseradish peroxidase–conjugated anti-
rabbit IgG, horseradish peroxidase–conjugated anti-
goat IgG (Southern Biotechnology Associates,
Birmingham, Alabama, USA), or alkaline phos-
phatase–conjugated anti-rat IgG (Jackson Immuno-
Research Laboratories Inc., West Grove, Pennsylva-
nia, USA). After staining with 3,3′-diaminobenzidine
(Wako Pure Chemical Industries Ltd., Osaka, Japan)
or Vector Red Substrate Kit I (Vector Laboratories,
Burlingame, California, USA), slides were counter-
stained with Mayer’s hematoxylin.

Quantitative RT-PCR. Total RNA was isolated from
liver specimens and sorted liver-infiltrating CD4+ and
CD8+ T cells using RNAzol B (Tel-Test Inc., Friends-
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wood, Texas, USA), according to the manufacturer’s
instructions. It was then reverse transcribed into cDNA
and amplified. The expression of MIP-1α, MIP-1β,
RANTES, CCR1, CCR4, CCR5, CXCR3, and Fas ligand
(FasL) was determined by real-time quantitative PCR
using the ABI7700 sequence detector system (Perkin-
Elmer Applied Biosystems, Foster City, California,
USA) (21, 22). The sense primer for MIP-1α was 
5′-AAGGATACAAGCAGCAGCGAGTA-3′ , and the
antisense primer was 5′-TGCAGAGTGTCATG-
GTACAGAGAA-3′ . The MIP-1α fluorescence-labeled
probe was 5′-ACATCATGAAGGTCTCCACCACT-
GCC-3′ . The sense primer for MIP-1β was 5′-GATG-
GATTACTATGAGACCAGCAGT-3′ , and the anti-
sense primer was 5′-CAACTCCAAGTCACTCATG-
TACTCAG-3′. The MIP-1β fluorescence-labeled probe

was 5′-TGCTCCAAGCCAGCTGTGGTATTCCT-3′ .
The sense primer for RANTES was 5′-CATATG-
GCTCGGACACCACT-3′, and the antisense primer was
5′-ACACACTTGGCGGTTCCTTC-3′ . The RANTES
fluorescence-labeled probe was 5′-CAAGTGCTC-
CAATCTTGCAGTCGTG-3′ . Primers and probes for
CCR1, CCR4, CCR5, CXCR3, and FasL were described
previously (21). The PCR products were also examined
by 1.8% agarose gel electrophoresis. After ethidium bro-
mide staining, bands were visible only at the expected
size for each mRNA product.

Statistical analysis. Results are expressed as the mean ±
SD. Unless otherwise indicated, statistical significance
analyses were performed by 2-way ANOVA, with mul-
tiple comparison methods by Scheffe. P < 0.05 was
accepted as statistically significant.
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Figure 1
(a) Light-micrographic analysis of liver tissues. Histopathological examination was performed using hematoxylin and eosin–stained liver tis-
sues obtained from GVHD-induced mice treated with control IgG (left) or anti-CCR5 antibody (right) at the second week after cell transfer.
×200. (b) Characterization of liver inflammatory foci during GVHD. GVHD-induced mouse livers were harvested and tissue sections pre-
pared at the second week after induction. All micrographs show immunohistochemically stained frozen sections of areas encompassing a
portal vein. Top row: left, CD8 staining, ×100; center, CD8 staining, ×400; right, CD4 staining, ×100. Center row: CCR5 staining, ×100.
Bottom row: left, MIP-1a staining, ×100; right, MIP-1a staining, ×600. CD8 and CD4 are stained with red precipitates; CCR5 and MIP-1a
are stained with brown precipitates.



Results
Histopathological studies. Infiltration of mononuclear cells
was not observed in either the untreated or the iso-
grafted livers (data not shown). In contrast, mononu-
clear cell infiltration was observed around the portal
areas of the livers of BDF1 mice at the second week after
infusion with B6 spleen cells. These cells were mainly
lymphocytes, as determined by morphology. Infiltra-
tion of lymphocytes was often remarkable, although
primarily confined to the portal areas. Occasionally they
extended through the limiting plate into the liver lob-

ules. Intracanalicular bile stasis was also present. In
many bile ducts, lymphocyte infiltration and epithelial
disruption were observed (Figure 1a, left).

Engraftment of donor CD8+ T cells. To determine the
total number of migrating leukocytes and the propor-
tion of each type, liver leukocytes were isolated at dif-
ferent time points of the GVHD response, and flow
cytometric analysis was performed. In isografted livers,
both the total cell number and the ratio of CD4+ cells
to CD8+ cells were almost the same as found in untreat-
ed livers (data not shown). During the second week of
acute GVHD development, the total number of leuko-
cytes in the liver was markedly increased, from 3.3 × 106

per liver to 1.3 × 107 per liver (Figure 2a).
To evaluate the contribution of T cells in the develop-

ment of lesions, we analyzed cell surface expression of
CD3, CD4, and CD8 using a flow cytometer. Intrahep-
atic lymphocytes were predominantly CD8+ T cells. The
total number of CD8+ T cells increased from 106 per liver
of untreated mice to 107 per liver of GVHD-induced mice
at the second week. Few B cells were detected (data not
shown). Furthermore, the number of cells of host origin
in the liver that expressed the H-2Dd haplotype was also
determined. Cells in the recipient that did not express H-
2Dd were considered to be derived from the donor. Fig-
ure 2b shows that most liver-infiltrating CD8+ cells are
H-2Dd negative (donor derived).

CCR5 expression on liver-infiltrating CD8+ T cells.
Chemokine receptor expression on sorted liver-infiltrat-
ing cells was analyzed. Total liver T-cell RNA was extract-
ed immediately after sorting, and real-time quantitative
PCR was performed. At the first week after injection, liver
CD8+ T cells predominantly expressed CCR1, CCR4, and
CXCR3 mRNA (Figure 3a), whereas CCR2 and CCR7
mRNA was barely expressed (data not shown). The
expression levels of CCR1, CCR4, and CXCR3 reached a
peak at the first week after cell transfer and decreased
during the second week after injection (Figure 3a). In con-
trast, CD8+ T cells expressed significantly more CCR5
mRNA at the second week of hepatic GVHD. Liver-infil-
trating CD4+ T cells also expressed CCR5 mRNA 2 weeks
after injection (Figure 3b), but at a much lower level than
did CD8+ T cells.

To evaluate the presence and location of CD4+ T cells,
CD8+ T cells, and CCR5-expressing cells in the GVHD-
induced liver, immunohistochemical studies with anti-
bodies directed against CD4, CD8, and CCR5 were car-
ried out. On the second week after injection, there were
dramatic increases in CD8+ cells per defined liver area in
the mice (Figure 1b, top left and top center). CD4+ cells
also infiltrated into the tissue surrounding portal areas
(Figure 1b, top right).

In the livers of normal mice, there were a small num-
ber of CCR5-positive cells scattered throughout the liver
parenchyma (data not shown). At the second week after
cell transfer, CCR5 protein was detected in sinusoidal
regions and in the lymphocytes infiltrating around por-
tal areas (Figure 1b, center row). CD8+ and CCR5+ cell
accumulation sites were associated with points of
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Figure 2
Effect of anti-CCR5 antibody on intrahepatic infiltration of mononu-
clear cells. (a) The number of CD4+ (dotted bars) and CD8+ (filled
bars) T cells was determined by multiplying the total leukocyte num-
ber (open bars) by the fractions representing the CD4+ and CD8+ pop-
ulations. Liver-infiltrating leukocytes were prepared from untreated
mice and GVHD-induced mice treated with either control antibody or
anti-CCR5 antibody. (b) Effect of anti-CCR5 antibody on the
chimerism at the second week after induction. The number of donor-
derived cells and recipient-derived cells was determined by multiply-
ing the total leukocyte number by the fractions representing the H-
2Dd–negative and H-2Dd–positive populations, respectively.
Moreover, by multiplying the donor cell number and the recipient cell
number by the fraction of CD4+ and CD8+ cells, the chimerism was
determined in the GVHD-induced mice. Open bars: control antibody;
filled bars: anti-CCR5 antibody. The mean ± SD of 6 mice is shown
here. Five independent experiments were performed. *P < 0.05.



NSDC (Figure 1b, top left and center left). In contrast
to CD4+ cells, CD8+ cells migrated into the sinusoids as
well as the tissues surrounding portal areas. Moreover,
CD8+ T cells invading the bile duct epithelial cells were
observed (Figure 1b, top center). These results suggest
that it is primarily CCR5-expressing CD8+ T cells that
migrate into the liver at the second week after injection,
and that these cells may induce hepatic GVHD. Howev-
er, involvement of the small numbers of CD4+ or host-
derived CD8+ T lymphocytes in the pathogenesis of
GVHD could not be ruled out.

Anti-CCR5 antibody reduces CD8+ T-cell infiltration into the
liver. To investigate the role of CCR5-expressing cells in
the pathogenesis of hepatic GVHD, 200 µg of neutral-
izing anti-CCR5 antibody was administered at the first
week after cell transfer. In histological findings, mice
treated with B6 spleen cells plus anti-CCR5 antibody
showed less cellular infiltration and a lower frequency
of NSDC lesions (Figure 1a, right) compared with con-

trol antibody–treated GVHD-induced mice (Figure 1a,
left). The administration of anti-CCR5 antibody
decreased the number of total infiltrating lymphocytes
by ∼ 21% (from 1.3 × 107 to 7.3 × 106 cells per liver). The
number of infiltrating CD8+ T cells was also reduced,
by 48% (from 107 to 5.2 × 106 cells per liver). In neither
case was the number of cells reduced to the level seen
in liver tissue from normal mice (Figure 2a). The num-
ber of donor CD8+ T cells was particularly reduced 
(Figure 2b). It is noteworthy that after anti-CCR5 anti-
body treatment, the expression level of CCR5 mRNA of
intrahepatic CD8+ T cells was decreased (Figure 3c) and
the number of CCR5+CD8+ T cells was selectively
decreased (Figure 3d). In addition, serum ALT levels
were monitored, as an indicator of liver damage (Figure
4a). The ALT level of isografted mice was almost in
distinguishable from that of untreated mice. In allo-
grafted mice, serum ALT levels were increased by the
end of the second week after injection. In contrast,
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Figure 3
(a) Kinetics of CCR1, CCR4, CXCR3, and CCR5 mRNA expression in liver CD8+ T cells. Sorted liver CD8+ T cells were prepared from untreat-
ed and GVHD-induced mice during the 2 weeks after parental cell transfer. The amounts of CCR1, CCR4, CXCR3, and CCR5 were normal-
ized to the level of GAPDH at each time point. Each normalized chemokine receptor value from untreated liver-infiltrating leukocytes was
designated as the calibrator, and final relative quantity of mRNA was expressed relative to the calibrator. PCR was performed in triplicate
for each experiment. (b) Kinetics of CCR5 mRNA expression in liver CD4+ and CD8+ T cells. Sorted liver CD4+ (open bars) and CD8+ (filled
bars) T cells were prepared from untreated and GVHD-induced mice during the 2 weeks after parental cell transfer. (c) Effect of anti-CCR5
antibody on CD8+ T cells in the liver. Relative quantity of CCR5 mRNA of sorted liver CD8+ T cells prepared from untreated mice and GVHD-
induced mice treated with either anti-CCR5 antibody or control antibody, at the second week after induction. (d) The number of CCR5+CD8+

T cells (filled bars) and CCR5–CD8+ T cells (open bars) was determined by multiplying the total leukocyte number by the fraction of CD3+,
CD8+, and CCR5+ cells and totaling the results. Liver-infiltrating leukocytes were prepared from untreated mice and GVHD-induced mice
treated with either anti-CCR5 antibody or control antibody, at the second week after induction. For each graph, data represent the mean ±
SD of 6 mice. Each graph is representative of the results obtained from 3 independent experiments. *P < 0.05.



treatment with anti-CCR5 antibody led to a marked
reduction of serum ALT levels compared with control
antibody treatment.

FasL mRNA expression in the liver was also analyzed by
real-time quantitative PCR (Figure 4b). FasL mRNA was
faintly expressed in untreated and isografted livers, but
was highly induced by injection of parent spleen cells
after the second week. Anti-CCR5 antibody treatment
significantly reduced FasL mRNA expression in allo-
grafted livers compared with control antibody treatment.

T-cell trafficking to liver depends largely on MIP-1α.  To
identify which chemokine was responsible for chemoat-
tracting CCR5+CD8+ T cells, total RNA was prepared
from the livers of untreated mice and GVHD-induced
mice, and the mRNA expression of the ligands for CCR5,
MIP-1α, MIP-1β, and RANTES was examined (Figure
5a). MIP-1α mRNA was not detectable in either the
untreated or isografted control livers. However, MIP-1α
mRNA was detected from the first week after cell trans-
fer in GVHD-induced mice, and the expression levels
were dramatically increased by the second week (Figure
5b). MIP-1β mRNA was barely expressed in both
untreated and treated mice. RANTES mRNA was detect-
ed in small amounts in the livers of untreated and treat-
ed mice, and its expression level was almost constant.

Immunohistochemical studies were carried out with
antibodies specific for MIP-1α to confirm the induction
of MIP-1α protein and to identify the location of its pro-
duction in the liver. There were no cells expressing MIP-
1α in the untreated or isografted mice (data not shown).
In contrast, significant levels of MIP-1α were expressed
in the livers of GVHD-induced mice after the first week
— particularly in macrophages, lymphocytes, and
endothelial cells. Furthermore, MIP-1α was expressed on
sinusoidal lining cells in the liver parenchyma and on the
intralobular bile ducts in the portal areas (Figure 1b, bot-
tom row). The control antibody did not stain the same
tissue, indicating the specificity of the reaction (data not
shown). The administration of anti–MIP-1α antibody
decreased the number of total infiltrating lymphocytes
and the total number of CD8+ T cells (Figure 5c), as well
as serum ALT levels (Figure 5d). These results suggest
that CCR5+CD8+ T cells were recruited to the liver by
MIP-1α protein that was produced mainly by
macrophages, lymphocytes, bile duct epithelial cells, and
endothelial cells during GVHD.

Discussion 
Hepatic GVHD is characterized by the development of
portal hepatitis, endotheliitis, and the progression to
NSDC. Expansion of the portal tracts by a cellular infil-
tration was one of the earliest abnormalities in this
model, and occurred concomitantly with the appearance
of transient acute liver failure (Figure 1a, left; Figure 4a).
The inflammatory cell infiltration in the liver was com-
posed of T lymphocytes and mononuclear phagocytes
(Figure 1a, left). These cells are known to induce hepat-
ic injury and bile duct destruction by a variety of mech-
anisms including the Fas-FasL pathway (4–7, 9, 10, 27)

and the CD40-CD40L pathway (28). However, how the
migration of effector cells into the liver is regulated
remains to be established.

This study demonstrates that the number of lym-
phocytes infiltrating the liver was increased in the sec-
ond week after cell transfer, and that CD8+ T cells were
the predominant infiltrating cells (Figure 2a). Interest-
ingly, liver CD8+ T cells expressed higher levels of CCR5
mRNA than did liver CD4+ T cells (Figure 3b). In
immunohistochemistry studies, CCR5-positive cells
infiltrated the portal area and were scattered through-
out the parenchyma (Figure 1b, center row). Also at the
second week after cell transfer, portal hepatitis and
NSDC were detected (Figure 1a, left). Administration
of anti-CCR5 antibody restricted the migration of lym-
phocytes into the GVHD-induced livers (Figure 2a) and
reduced the amount of histopathological damage 
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Figure 4
(a) Effect of anti-CCR5 antibody on serum ALT levels. The serum ALT
levels of untreated mice and GVHD-induced mice treated with either
anti-CCR5 antibody or control antibody, at the second week after
induction. (b) Effect of anti-CCR5 antibody on FasL mRNA in the
liver. Total RNA was isolated from liver tissue of untreated mice and
GVHD-induced mice treated with either control antibody or anti-
CCR5 antibody, at the second week after induction. The data repre-
sent the mean ± SD of 6 mice. Each graph is representative of the
results obtained from 3 independent experiments. *P < 0.05.



(Figure 1a, right). It also downregulated the expression
level of CCR5 in both mRNA and protein of CD8+ T
cells in the liver (Figure 3, c and d). These results sug-
gest that the number of immunoreactive cells corre-
lates directly with histopathological severity, and that
these cells are mostly CCR5+CD8+ T cells.

The selective recruitment of leukocytes at inflam-
mation and immune-response sites has been explained
by the specific expression of chemokine receptors on
each type of leukocyte (13, 15–23). The chemokine
receptor CCR5 has been shown to be expressed on
monocytes/macrophages and lymphocytes, especially
Th1-type cells (18–20, 29). Moreover, expression and
chemotactic migration of CCR5 depend on the activa-
tion of Th1 cells, in particular for IL-2, but not with
anti-CD3 or anti-CD28 antibodies (18). However, the

precise mechanism of the regulation of CCR5 expres-
sion has not yet been explained. In our model, both
CCR5 mRNA and protein were hardly detected in
untreated mouse liver (data not shown). However,
CCR5 was expressed in the liver at the peak of hepatic
damage, primarily by CD8+ T cells. These results and
those shown in Figure 3a (showing chemokine recep-
tor mRNA expression by CD8+ T cells in liver after
GVHD induction) suggest that the immunopatho-
physiology of hepatic GVHD can be divided into 2
phases: an inductive phase and an effector phase. In
the inductive phase, inoculated donor cells recognize
antigenic disparities expressed on recipient tissues,
resulting in alloactivation and proliferation of the
allogeneic donor T cells. In the effector phase, inflam-
matory reactions characterized by massive mononu-
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Figure 5
(a) Kinetics of MIP-1α, MIP-1β, and RANTES mRNA expression in the liver. Total RNA was isolated from liver tissues of untreated and GVHD-
induced mice during the second week after induction. RT-PCR cDNA products were generated and amplified using oligonucleotide primers spe-
cific to MIP-1α, MIP-1β, RANTES, or the housekeeping gene GAPDH. (b) The amount of MIP-1α was normalized to the level of GAPDH at each
time point. Each normalized MIP-1α value of untreated liver was designated as the calibrator, and final relative quantity of mRNA was expressed
relative to the calibrator. PCR was performed in triplicate for each experiment. (c) Effect of anti–MIP-1α antibody on intrahepatic infiltration
of mononuclear cells. The number of CD4+ (dotted bars) and CD8+ (filled bars) cells was determined by multiplying the total leukocyte num-
ber (open bars) by the fraction of CD4+ and CD8+ cells. Liver-infiltrating leukocytes were prepared from untreated mice and GVHD-induced
mice treated with either control antibody or anti–MIP-1α antibody. (d) Effect of anti–MIP-1α on serum ALT levels. Shown are serum ALT levels
of untreated mice and GVHD-induced mice treated with either control antibody or anti–MIP-1α antibody, at the second week after induction.
The data represent the mean ± SD of 6 mice. Graph is representative of results obtained from 3 independent experiments. P < 0.05.



clear cell infiltration and histopathological damage
may develop in the host liver.

The mRNA level of MIP-1α , one of the ligands of
CCR5, was gradually increased in GVHD-induced liver
(Figure 5, a and b), and MIP-1α protein was detected
in the lymphocytes, macrophages, endothelial cells,
and bile duct epithelial cells in the infiltrated portal
areas and sinusoids (Figure 1b, bottom row). Expres-
sion of mRNA by RANTES and MIP-1β, which are also
ligands of CCR5, could be faintly detected in the
GVHD-induced liver, but expression levels did not
change during the course of disease (Figure 5a). Peak
expression of mRNA by monokine induced by IFN-γ
(Mig) and IFN-γ–inducible protein (IP-10), which are
considered to be selective chemoattractants for acti-
vated T lymphocytes, was 1 week after injection; there-
after, expression levels gradually decreased. Secondary
lymphoid tissue chemokine (SLC) and EBV-induced
gene 1-ligand chemokine (ELC), which act on T cells,
also showed peak mRNA expression 1 week after cell
transfer (data not shown). The pattern of mRNA
expression of these chemokines was similar to that of
their receptors. Moreover, the administration of
anti–MIP-1α antibody greatly reduced liver injury
(Figure 5, c and d) . These results suggest that MIP-1α
is the most influential factor among these studied
chemokines for recruitment of CCR5+CD8+ T lym-
phocytes into the liver. CCR5 is selectively induced in
the effector phase, primarily on CD8+ T cells, and the
migration of CCR5-expressing cells may depend on
MIP-1α . It is possible that various chemokines not
only chemoattract leukocytes into specific tissues but
also modulate various functions of these cells in each
phase; therefore, anti-CCR5 antibody treatment
reduced liver injury as a result of the depletion of
CCR5-expressing cells in the liver. Recently it has been
reported that activated CD8+ T cells preferentially
migrate in vitro in response to MIP-1α (30). Our data,
taken from in vivo studies, agree with this result.

IFN-γhas been considered to play a critical role in the
development of acute GVHD (8, 12, 31–37). However,
a recent study, using a mouse IFN-γ gene knockout
(GKO) transplant into a GKO mouse model, demon-
strated that lethal acute GVHD can be induced in the
complete absence of IFN-γ (36). Consistent with this,
in our model, contrary to the reduction of liver injury
by anti-CCR5 antibody treatment, IFN-γproduction by
liver-infiltrating T cells was unexpectedly upregulated
(data not shown). Moreover, it has been reported that
administration of exogenous IFN-γ markedly inhibits
GVHD (8), and IFN-γ–inducing factor (IL-18) and IL-
12 enhanced the FasL-mediated cytotoxicity of Th1
cells, whereas IFN-γ had no effect on GVHD (37).
Therefore, the results of our own and other studies
have shown that IFN-γ may not necessarily be critical
for the pathogenesis of liver GVHD.

Recent investigations have revealed that, in spite of
FasL upregulation on both donor CD4+ and CD8+ T
cells in the parent-into-F1 model, all the anti-host

cytotoxic T lymphocyte (CTL) activity is accounted for
by donor CD8+ CTL (4–6). Consistent with these stud-
ies, we found that after treatment with anti-CCR5
antibody, donor CD8+ T cells were selectively dimin-
ished and FasL mRNA expression was decreased in the
liver (Figure 4b). Consequently, liver damage was
reduced (Figure 1a, right; Figure 4a). Moreover, the
ratio of CD4+ T cells and CD8+ T cells in the liver after
anti-CCR5 antibody treatment was close to that in
untreated liver (Figure 2a). These results suggest that
FasL expression on CD8+ T cells contributes to liver
damage in GVHD.

Our inability to achieve complete inhibition of both
cell migration to liver and hepatic damage by anti-
CCR5 antibody treatment suggests either failure to
neutralize all CCR5-expressing cells in vivo or that
other chemokine receptors may also contribute to the
liver injury induced by GVHD. However, our studies
indicate that chemokine receptors, especially CCR5
and its ligand MIP-1α, are significantly involved in the
pathogenesis of liver injury in GVHD.

Overall, the data presented in this study demonstrate
that CCR5-expressing CD8+ T cells recruited into liver
trigger liver damage in our model. CCR5 and MIP-1α
may be the target molecules for therapeutic interven-
tion to prevent, as well as predict, GVHD. Thus, our
findings provide a basis for the development of a new
generation of drugs that protect liver function by
antagonizing chemokine receptors in order to prevent
harmful cells from migrating into the liver.
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