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Abstract

Cytogenetic studies have shown frequent clonal abnormalities
in papillary carcinoma (PFC) and follicular carcinoma (FEC).
Loss of heterozygosity (LOH) may suggest the presence of
tumor suppressor genes and has not been reported in these
neoplasms. These studies were undertaken to determine if
consistent chromosomal abnormalities are associated with
thyroid cancer, to determine likely regions for molecular ge-

netic investigations, and to determine if there is allelic loss in
thyroid tumors. Cytogenetic analysis of 26 PFC and 5 FTC
showed clonal abnormalities in 9 and included -Y, +5, or

inv(10Xqll.2q21.2) in PFC, and -Y or near haploidy in FEC.
Using DNAprobes specific for chromosomes 1, 3, 10, 16, and
17, we carried out restriction fragment length polymorphism
analysis on 6 FTC, 3 follicular adenomas (FA), and 12 PTC.
LOHof all informative loci on chromosome 3p was observed in
all 6 FTC, but not in FA or PFC. NoLOHwas observed for loci
mapped to chromosome 10 in PFC. Our results suggest: cytoge-
netic abnormalities of chromosome 10q are associated with
PTC; cytogenetic and molecular abnormalities of chromosome
3 are associated with FTC; and a tumor suppressor gene may be
present on the short arm of chromosome 3 important for the
development or progression of FEC. (J. Clin. Invest. 1991.
88:1596-1604.) Key words: chromosome analysis * tumorigen-
esis * carcinoma * endocrine tumors * neoplasia

Introduction

Papillary (PTC)1 and follicular thyroid carcinoma (FTC), the
most frequently occurring primary thyroid cancers, both arise
from thyroid epithelium, but each has a characteristic histopa-
thology and clinical significance (1). Thus far, relatively few

This work was presented in part at the 10th International Thyroid
Congress, The Hague, The Netherlands, February 1991, and at the
Fourth International Workshop on Chromosomes in Solid Tumors,
Tucson, AZ, February 1991.

Address correspondence to Robert B. Jenkins, M.D., Department
of Laboratory Medicine and Pathology, Section of Laboratory Genet-
ics, Mayo Clinic and Foundation, 200 First Street S. W., Rochester,
MN55905.

Received for publication 16 May 1991 and in revised form 9 July
1991.

1. Abbreviations used in this paper: FA, follicular adenoma; FTC, follic-
ular thyroid carcinoma; LOH, loss of heterozygosity; PTC, papillary
thyroid carcinoma; RCC, renal cell carcinoma; SCC, small cell lung
carcinoma.

The Journal of Clinical Investigation, Inc.
Volume 88, November 1991, 1596-1604

genetic analyses of these tumors have been reported (2-15). A
preliminary study of 12 thyroid carcinomas from our group (6)
demonstrated abnormalities of chromosomes 3 and 10 in FTC
and PTC, respectively. Others have observed anomalies of
chromosome 7, 10, or 11 in PTC (3-5, 7, 9). An oncogene
associated with PTC, formed by rearrangement of the ret onco-
gene (mapped to 10qI 1.2) and H4, another chromosome 10
gene of unknown function (mapped to 10q21.2), has been de-
scribed on chromosome 10 at ql I-q12 (16-18). Although loss
of heterozygosity (LOH) of specific chromosome loci may sug-
gest the presence of tumor suppressor genes important for the
development or progression of particular tumors (19), we are
not aware that such studies have been performed on nonme-
dullary thyroid neoplasms. The present cytogenetic and LOH
studies were performed to determine if consistent cytogenetic
abnormalities are associated with various grades and morpho-
logic types of differentiated thyroid cancer, to determine likely
chromosomal regions for molecular genetic investigations, and
to determine if there is evidence of allelic loss in thyroid neo-
plasia.

Methods

Cytogenetic analysis. Chromosome studies were performed on fresh
surgical specimens from 31 patients who were seen at the Mayo Clinic
between August 1989 and May 1990. Details of our methods for solid
tumor culture and cytogenetic analysis have been described previously
(20). Briefly, small pieces of tissue from each specimen were minced
and treated with an enzyme solution, washed, and suspended in 50:50
MEMalpha:Chang's media with 20% fetal bovine serum. Cells were
cultured on 16 chamber slides, then harvested in situ on days 2-26,
when there was sufficient mitotic activity for chromosome analysis. In
most cases 30 metaphases from each tumor were analyzed using quina-
crine mustard for fluorescent Q-bands. Most specimens were also
stained with Leishman's stain after trypsinization for G-bands (GTL-
banding), and Distamycin A/DAPI as needed. The karyotype of each
cell was described according to the International System for Human
Cytogenetic Nomenclature (21).

Westrictly defined clonality. An abnormal clone consisted of two
or more metaphases with the same additional chromosome or struc-
tural abnormality, or three or more metaphases lacking the same chro-
mosome. In addition, the abnormalities must have occurred in two or
more independent cultures. Using this definition we separated ourcyto-
genetic results into four categories: a normal specimen contained no
apparent chromosome abnormality; a nonclonal specimen contained
no consistent abnormality; a simple clonal specimen contained meta-
phases with two or less consistent chromosome abnormalities; and a
complex clonal specimen contained metaphases with three or more
consistent chromosome abnormalities.

Loss of heterozygosity studies. Restriction fiagment length poly-
morphism (RFLP) analysis was performed on matched samples of pe-
ripheral blood leukocytes and thyroid tumors from 21 patients. Geno-
mic DNAwas extracted from 12 PTC, 6 FTC, and 3 follicular ade-
noma (FA). The tumor samples were reviewed histologically (M. A.
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Herrmann) by frozen section and each contained > 50% neoplastic
cells. Tissue samples were frozen-sectioned, and homogenized in a 1.0-
ml glass conical homogenizer (Bellco Glass, Inc., Vineland, NJ) with
ice-cold isotonic high pH buffer (140 mMNaCl, 10 mMTris-Cl, 1.5
mMMgC12, pH 8.0) containing 0.5% NP-40 (Sigma Chemical Co., St.
Louis, MO) and fresh 0.01% diethylpyrocarbonate (Sigma). The ho-
mogenate was centrifuged and the pelleted nuclei were digested with
protease K, 2x lysis buffer (IBI) and CDTA(trans-1,2-diaminocyclo-
hexane-N,N,Nl,Nl,tetra acetic acid) at 550C overnight. The DNAin
the resulting solution was extracted with phenol and chloroform, then
precipitated with ethanol and NaCl. The precipitated DNAwas washed
twice with 70% ethanol, air dried, dissolved in Tris-EDTA buffer (10
mMTris, 1 mMEDTA, pH 8.0) with RNase (50 ,g/ml), and then
quantitated spectrophotometrically. Genomic DNA was extracted
from peripheral blood leukocytes using a high salt and chloroform
method (22).

Eight aliquots of genomic DNA(2.5 ug) from tumor tissue and
peripheral blood leukocytes were digested with each of eight restriction
enzymes (Pst I, Taq I, BamHI, Hind III, Rsa I, Bgl II, Pvu II, and Msp
I) and separated by electrophoresis (45 V for 16 h) through 0.8% aga-
rose gels. The DNAfragments were alkali denatured then neutralized
in the gels and transferred to nylon membranes (Nytran; Schleicher &
Schuell, Keene, NH) with lOx SSC(sodium chloride sodium citrate) (3
MNaCl, 0.3 MNaCitrate, pH 7.0) by the Southern technique (23). The
nylon membranes were prehybridized in a solution containing 5X SSC,
50% formamide, 5X Denhardt's, 0.05 MNa Phosphate (pH 6.5), 0.5%
SDS, 0.2 mg/ml RNA(type III; Sigma), and 10 mg/ml salmon sperm
DNA(type VII; Sigma) for 6 h at 42°C. Weused seven polymorphic
DNAprobes specific for chromosome 3 and nine probes specific for
chromosome 10. Single polymorphic DNAprobes for loci on chromo-
somes 1, 16, and 17 were used as controls since cytogenetic abnormali-
ties of these chromosomes are infrequent in nonmedullary thyroid tu-
mors (2-15). Table I lists the polymorphic DNAprobes, loci, map
position, and restriction enzymes detecting RFLP.

The DNAprobes (25 nG) were radiolabeled with deoxycytidine-5'-

Table L Loci and Map Positions of DNAProbes Used in This
Study*

Probe Locus Map location Enzyme Reference

pEB8 AMY lp21 PstI 24
p627 RAFI 3p25 TaqI 25
pHeA4 THRB 3p24. 1-p22 BamHI 26
pH3H2 D3F15S2 3p21 HindIII 27
pHF12-32 D3S2 3p21 MspI 28
pYNZ86.1 D3S30 3p MspI 29
p30-1-60 D3S86 3p RsaI 30
pHS-3 D3S1 3q12 HindIII 31
pTBQ7 D1OS28 lOpter-p13 RsaI 32
pTHH54 DlOS14 lOq21.1-q23 RsaI 33
p1.2 TST1 lOql 1.2 TaqI 34
H.4IRBP RBP3 lOql 1.2 BglII 35
pTBI0.163 D1OS22 lOq21.1 MspI 36
p9-12A DlOS5 lOq21.1 TaqI 37
pTB10.171 DlOS19 lOq21.1-q22 PvuII 38
p1-101 DIOS4 lOq22-q23 TaqI 39
5-1 DIOS1 lOq22-q23 TaqI 40
3'HVR D16S85 16p13.3 RsaI 41
pYNZ22.1 D17S5 17p13.3 BamHI 42

* Probe pl.2 was obtained from Dr. Massimo Santoro, Oncologia
Sperimentale del C.N.R., II Facolta di Medicine e Chirugia, Naples,
Italy. Remaining probes were obtained from American Type Culture
Collection, Rockville, MD.

alpha-32P-triphosphate using a multiprime DNAlabeling system (Mul-
tiprime Labeling kit; Amersham Corp., Arlington Heights, IL) (43).
Radiolabeled probes (typically 10 X 9 cpm/fug) were applied to the
prehybridized membranes in a hybridization solution containing 50%
formamide, 5x SSC, lx Denhardt's, 0.02 MNaPhosphate (pH 6.5),
0.5% SDS, 10% dextran sulfate, 0.2 mg/ml RNA, and 10 mg/ml sal-
monsperm DNA. After hybridization at 420C for 16 h the membranes
were washed in 2x SSC/0. 1%SDSat 420C for 40 min, then once each
at 60'C for 40 min in 2x SSC/0.1% SDS, IX SSC/0.1% SDS, 0.2x
SSC/0. 1% SDS, and 0.1 X SSC/0. 1% SDS. The membranes were ex-
posed to x-ray film (Kodak XOMATAR) with intensifying screens at
-700C for autoradiography. Membranes were stripped before rehybri-
dization with 0.4N NaOHfor 30 s followed by 10-min neutralization
(0.2 MTris, 2X SSC, pH 7.5).

Results
Cytogenetic analysis. 26 PTCand 5 FTC from 18 female and
13 male patients were successfully cultured and studied. The
patients ranged in age from 17 to 86 yr. Table II summarizes
cytogenetic and LOHresults from this study and includes previ-
ously reported cytogenetic results of patients 1, 13, 14, and 15
(2, 6). (Patient 1 had a complex clonal karyotype [6], including
losses of chromosomes 8, 14, 15, 17, gain of 1 1, and structural
anomalies of chromosomes 1, 3, 6, 10, 11, 14, and 17. Pa-
tient 14 had a simple clonal karyotype [2]: 46,XX,t[8; 14]-
[q 1 3;q24. 1].)

Complex karyotypes were observed in one grade 2 PTC,
one grade 3 PTC, and in two grade 2 FTC. Simple clonal karyo-
types were seen in four grade 1 tumors (one FTC, three PTC)
and in one grade 2 PTC. Normal or nonclonal karyotypes were
observed in 20 of 26 PTCand 2 of 5 FTC.

Table III summarizes the cytogenetic findings in the three
FTCand six PTCwith clonal abnormalities. One grade 2 PTC
(patient 50) had trisomy 5 and two low grade PTC(patients 33
and 35) had loss of the Ychromosome as the sole clonal abnor-
mality. Another low grade PTC (patient 42) had an
inv(10Xq I 1.2q21.2) in 3 of 29 cells (Fig. 1). One grade 2 PTC
(patient 39) had three abnormal cell lines with gains of chro-
mosomes 5, 7, 20, and/or X. A grade 3 PTC(patient 20) had a
complex karyotype with three abnormal clones and a modal
chromosome number of 38-47 with loss of chromosomes 9,
11, 14, 19, 22, and Y and structural abnormalities of lp, 9q,
lOp, 17q, and l9q. A karyotype representing some of these
complex abnormalities is shown in Fig. 2.

One low grade FTC (patient 43) had loss of the Y chromo-
some as the sole clonal abnormality. Two grade 2 FTC (pa-
tients 46 and 47), one locally recurrent and one primary, were
hypodiploid and had similar complex karyotypes. The modal
chromosome numbers of these two cases were near haploid
and both had relative gains of chromosomes 5, 7, 12, 19, and
20. Neither of these tumors had clonal structural abnormali-
ties. Representative karyotypes of these tumors are shown in
Figs. 3 and 4. Each cytogenetically abnormal FTCwas an oxy-
phil cell variant (1).

Loss of heterozygosity studies. Our LOHstudy group con-
sisted of 12 PTC, 6 FTC, and 3 FA (Table II). Representative
autoradiography results of eight follicular tumors after restric-
tion enzyme digestion with Hind III and hybridization with
radiolabeled probe pH3H2 are illustrated in Fig. 5. LOHof all
informative loci on chromosome 3p was observed in all six
FTC but not in the three FA (Fig. 6). Loss of heterozygous
alleles on chromosomes 16p and 17p was observed in one FTC
(patient 46). LOH of chromosome 10 loci was observed in
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Table II. Demographics, Karyotype Characteristics, and LOHResults on 38 Study Patients

Patient Age Tumor Karyotype Chromosomes
no. (yr) Sex location Grade characteristics showing LOH

Papillary carcinoma
20 19
21 45
22 33
23 45
24 36
25 62
26 41
27 47
28 31
29 41
30 76
31 36
32 34
33 70
34 31
35 83
36 50
37 29
38 68
39 73
40 60
41 42
42 21
49 65
50 86
51 76
52 65
53 16
54 46

Follicular carcinoma
1 40

43 54
44
45
46
47

17
75
79
71

M
F
F
M
F
M
M
F
M
M
F
F
M
M
F
M
F
F
F
F
F
F
F
F
F
F
M
F
F

M
M
M
M
M
F

Anterior neck
Rt. thyroid
Lt. thyroid
Lt. thyroid
Lt. thyroid
Lt. thyroid
Lt. thyroid
Thyroid isthmus
Lymph nodes
Rt. thyroid
Laryngeal tissue
Lt. thyroid
Rt. thyroid
Lymph node
Lt. thyroid
Lymph nodes
Lt. thyroid
Rt. thyroid
Rt. thyroid
Rt. thyroid
Lung
Lt. thyroid
Lymph nodes
Lt. thyroid
Lt. thyroid
Thyroid
Lt. thyroid
Rt. thyroid
Rt. thyroid

Larynx
Lymph node
Rt. thyroid
Lt. neck
Thyroid bed
Lt. thyroid

3

2
2

2

2

2

3

2
2
2

Complex clonal
Nonclonal
Nonclonal
Nonclonal
Normal
Nonclonal
Nonclonal
Nonclonal
Nonclonal
Nonclonal
Nonclonal
Normal
Nonclonal
Simple clonal
Nonclonal
Simple clonal
Nonclonal
Nonclonal
Nonclonal
Complex clonal
Nonclonal
Nonclonal
Simple clonal
Nonclonal
Simple clonal
Nonclonal
ND
ND
ND

Complex clonal
Simple clonal
Nonclonal
Nonclonal
Complex clonal
Complex clonal

ND
ND
ND
ND
ND
No LOH
No LOH
No LOH
ND
ND
No LOH
No LOH
ND
No LOH
ND
No LOH
ND
ND
ND
ND
ND
No LOH
No LOH
ND
ND
ND
No LOH
No LOH
No LOH

3p, 3q, 10p
3p
3p
3p, 10p, 10q
3p, 10p, 10q, 16p, 17p
3p, 3q

Follicular adenoma
13 40
14
15

72
55

ND, not done.

three FTC(patients 1, 45, and 46). OneFA (patient 15) demon-
strated LOHfor one allele on chromosome 10; another (pa-
tient 14) showed loss on chromosome 16p (Table IV). NoLOH
was observed for loci mapped to chromosomes 1, 3, 10, 16, or

17 in any of 12 PTC. The frequency of LOHfor each 3p probe
was greater than that for the single control probes on chromo-
somes 1, 16, and 17, as well as for each chromosome 10 probe.

Discussion

In the United States it is estimated that there will be - 12,400
new cases of thyroid cancer in 1991, and thyroid cancer deaths

will account for - 0.2-0.4% of all cancer deaths (44). Although

papillary and follicular thyroid cancers have a relatively good
prognosis they have an unpredictable recurrence risk. Flow cy-
tometric determination of nuclear DNAcontent in thyroid
malignancies has identified subsets of patients at "high risk" of
cancer-related death (45), but little is known about the molecu-
lar basis of the pathobiology of these tumors. Williams (46) has

suggested that normal follicular thyroid epithelium undergoes
tumorigenesis in the direction of either PTCor FA (and subse-
quent FTC). It has further been suggested that the progression
to FTC from FA occurs as a result of a multistage process of
oncogene activation, often involving ras (47-50).
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Table III. Summary of Cytogenetic Findings in Six PTCand
Three FTCwith Clonal Abnormalities

Patient
no. Clone* Cells Karyotype

Papillary carcinoma
20 N 2 46,XY

a 11 45,X,-Y
b 14 38-44,XY,-9,-11,-14,-19,-22,dup(1)

(p22_-p36),del(l)Xpl13),der(9)t(9;?)
(q13;?),del(17Xq23),der(18)t(18;?)
(q23;?),+0-8mar

c 5 45-46,XY,-3,-6,-11,-16,-18,-21,-22,
del(8Xq22),der(10)t(10;?Xp 13;?),
del(l 2Xp 1l.2),der(17)t(17;?Xq25;?),
+der( l9)t(19;?Xq 13.3;?),+5-6mar

33 N 26 46,XY
a 4 45,X,-Y

35 N 20 46,XY
a 10 45,X,-Y

39 a 18 47,XX,+5
b 3 47,XX,+20
c 9 49,XX,+X,+5,+7

42 N 26 46,XX
a 3 46,XX,inv(l0Xql 1.2q21.2)

50 N 24 46,XX
a 6 47,XX,+5

Follicular carcinoma
43 N 21 46,XY

a 8 45,X,-Y
46 N 5 46,XY

a 17 29,XY,- 1,-2,-3,-4,-6,-8,-9,- 10,- 1,
-13,-14,-15,-16,-17,-18,-2l,-22

47 N 14 46,XX
a 12 36,X,-X,- 1,-2,-3,-8,-9,-11,-14,-18,-22

* Clone refers to different cell populations within the same specimen;
e.g., N, no apparent chromosome abnormality; a-c, chromosomally
abnormal cell populations.

Cytogenetic studies of at least 152 nonmedullary thyroid
neoplasms have been reported (2-15). Approximately 50% of
the 61 nonmedullary thyroid carcinomas had an abnormal
karyotype, while in our present study of 31 thyroid cancers 9
(28%) had clonal abnormalities. Loss of heterozygosity studies
have not been previously reported for nonmedullary thyroid
tumors.

As in our initial study (6) we observed that tumors of higher
histologic grade were more often cytogenetically abnormal. 4
of 7 grade 2 tumors had clonal abnormalities, while only 4 of
23 grade 1 tumors were abnormal. Moreover, the grade 3 PTC
had a complex abnormal karyotype. Most of the cytogeneti-
cally abnormal tumors were higher grade primary tumors
(grade 2), or from local recurrences (grade 3 and grade 2). Four
cytogenetically abnormal grade 1 tumors were from regional
lymph node metastases. Tumor grade has previously been re-
ported at Mayo to be prognostically important in both PTC
and FTC (51). Cytogenetic reports of thyroid cancers from
other groups, however, have not considered the tumor grade.

Wealso determined that there were specific chromosomal

abnormalities associated with the morphologic subtypes of
PTCand FTC. Previously we had reported that FTC showed
complex clonal karyotypes, with structural abnormalities of 3p
(6). Wedid not observe structural 3p anomalies in the five FTC
we analyzed in our current series; however, two tumors were
hypodiploid with consistent loss of chromosome 3. Including
this report, cytogenetic studies of 17 FTC have been reported
(5, 6, 12). Structural aberrations of the p-arm of chromosome
3, occurring with other structural and numerical anomalies,
have been observed in four of the eight structurally abnormal
tumors (5, 6). Teyssier et al. (5) reported clonal abnormalities
in five of eight FTC studied; two tumors contained complex
anomalies, including one with loss of chromosome 3 and
del(3Xp22). These cytogenetic studies suggest that alterations
of the short arm of chromosome 3 are consistent genetic events
in many FTC, and may be important in their pathogenesis.
Our LOHdata showed loss of each informative locus on chro-
mosome 3p in each FTC and not in FA or PTC. While it is
likely that the LOH on chromosome 3 in the tumors from
patients 46 and 47 reflects the cytogenetically detected mono-
somy 3, this is clearly not the case in the other four FTC with
disomy 3. These findings support the hypothesis that alter-
ations of chromosome 3 are important in FTC, and further
suggests the presence of a tumor suppressor gene on chromo-
some 3p which may play a role in the pathogenesis of FTC.
Additional LOHstudies of FTC using more probes specific for
shorter segments on chromosome 3p may help to elucidate
which region may be specific for these malignant thyroid tu-
mors.

Cytogenetic abnormalities of the short arm of chromosome
3 have also been frequently observed in ovarian adenocarci-
noma, small cell lung carcinoma (SCC), renal cell carcinoma
(RCC), bladder cancer, gastric cancer, mesothelioma, and
pleomorphic adenoma of the salivary gland (52). In contrast to
LOH studies of medullary thyroid carcinoma that have not
shown loss on chromosome 3p (53), such studies performed on
other tumor types such as RCCand SCChave shown loss of
alleles on chromosome 3p (54, 55). The critical region in RCC
appears to be 3pI3-p14.2, while the region of 3pl4-p23 appears
to be important in SCC(54, 55). This region of 3p(p21-p14)
has recently been reported to contain a ras-related gene,
ARH12 (56).

From a review of the literature and the results presented
here, candidate chromosome abnormalities that may be impli-
cated in the pathogenesis of PTCinclude trisomy 5, loss of Y,
deletion 1 1q23, structural or numerical abnormalities of chro-
mosome 7, or structural abnormalities of chromosome 10.
Two of our cases had trisomy 5, one as the sole clonal abnor-
mality. Trisomy S is infrequent in other solid tumors (57), has
not been reported in PTC, but has been observed in FA in
addition to other chromosome gains (8, 12). Loss of the Y
chromosome has been observed in the bone marrow of normal
elderly males (58), nonneoplastic brain tissue (59), and in
many kinds of tumors (57), and is therefore not specific for
thyroid or other neoplasms. Olah et al. (7) observed abnormali-
ties at 1 1q23 in three cases of PTCand suggested that deletion
of 1 lq may be specific for PTC. However, this abnormality has
not been reported by others in PTC. Structural or numerical
abnormalities of chromosome 7 have now been observed in
five cases of PTC from four groups (4, 5, 1 1; current report),
and in four cases they represented the sole clonal abnormality.
Alterations of chromosome 7 have been frequently observed in
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Figure 1. Q-banded karyotype, grade 1 PTC(patient 42). 46,XX,inv(lOXql 1.2q21.2),t(13; 14Xq32;q22). The t(13; 14) was nonclonal, occurring
in only one cell.

other tumor types such as melanoma (60, 61), bladder carci-
noma (62, 63), and mesothelioma (64) in which they have been
correlated with poor clinical outcome. Teyssier et al. (5) suggest
that chromosome 7 abnormalities in thyroid carcinoma may
have similar significance. The PTC in this report with trisomy
7 had other chromosome gains and was from a grade 2 carci-
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noma, which implies a more advanced tumor with a less favor-
able prognosis (45).

Abnormalities of chromosome 10 in the region of q 1 -q26
have now been described in 11 PTC(3-6, 1 1; Pierotti, M. A., et
al., submitted for publication; and current report) and in 9 of
these cases structural 1 Oq abnormalities were the sole clonal
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Figure 2. GTL-banded karyotype, grade 3 PTC (patient 20). 45,XY,-2,- 11,-li,-14,-16,-18,-21,der(1)t(1;?Xp36;?),tdic(9;22Xpl3;pl2),
der( 12)t( 12;?Xq24;?),der(19)t(19;?Xql 3.3;?),+der(19)t( 19;?Xql 3.3;?),+6mar. The t(9;22) and der(12) were nonclonal.
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Figure 3. Q-banded karyotype, grade 2 FTC (patient 46). 36,X,-X,-1,-2,-3,-8,-9,-1 1,-14,-18,-22.

abnormality. Moreover, at least six of these abnormalities were
inv( l0)(ql 1 .2q21.2) (3, 6; Pierotti et al., submitted for publica-
tion; and current report). Four of the papillary tumors with
inv(l0Xql 1.2q21.2) have been shown to contain the PTCon-
cogene (Pierotti et al., submitted for publication), which is
formed by rearrangement of the ret oncogene (mapped to

1Oq11.2) and another chromosome 10 gene of unknown func-
tion, H4 (mapped to 10q21.2) (18). This suggests that
inv( 10Xql 1 .2q21.2) is specific for PTC and may represent a
primary event in the pathogenesis of a significant number of
PTC. Our finding of no loss of alleles on chromosome 10 in
PTCfurther supports this hypothesis.

1 2
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7

a

3

8

13 14 15

19 20 2 1 22 y

Figure 4. GTL-banded karyotype, grade 2 FTC (patient 47). 28,Y,del(XXp22),- 1,-2,-3,-4,-6,-8,-9,-10,-1 1,-13,-14,-15,-16,-17,-18,
-18,-21,-22,der(13)t(13;?Xql2;?). The del(X) and der(13) were nonclonal.
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Figure 5. (a) and (b). Representative autoradiography results of nor-
mal peripheral blood leukocyte (B) DNAand tumor (T) DNAfrom
five patients with FTC (a) and three patients with FA (b). Hind III
restriction enzyme digestion and hybridization with P-32 labeled
probe pH3H2 (locus, D3F15S2; map location, 3p21) results in one
constant 3.8-kb band and two alleles, allele 1 at 2.3 kb and allele 2
at 2.0 kb. Loss refers to absence of one of the alleles in the tumor
DNAcompared with the normal DNA. No loss indicates presence
of both alleles in each DNAsample. Not informative refers to homo-
zygosity for allele 1 or allele 2. Patients 1 and 46 reveal loss of the
2.0-kb band (allele 1); patients 43 and 45 show loss of the 2.3-kb band
(allele 2).

In summary, the results of this genetic study of thyroid
carcinomas support the hypothesis that FTC and PTC have
different genetic mechanisms underlying their pathogenesis.

Table IV. Summary of LOHResults in 6 FTC, 3 FA, and 12 PTC

Chromosome arm

Tumor type ip 3p 3q lOp lOq 16p 17p

Follicular carcinoma
Number of patients 6 6 6 6 6 6 6
Number informative* 2 6 3 6 6 4 4
Numberwith loss 0 6 2 3 2 1 1

Follicular adenoma
Number of patients 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
Number informative 0 3 1 3 3 1 2
Numberwith loss 0 0 0 0 1 1 0

Papillary carcinoma
Numberofpatients 11 12 12 12 12 12 12
Number informative 2 12 3 10 12 8 7
Numberwith loss 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

* Informative refers to number of patients who were heterozygous for
at least one locus on a chromosome arm. LOHwas observed for
each FTC patient using probes for 3p (Fig. 6 illustrates the details of
losses on chromosome 3 for FTC and FA patients). LOHwas ob-
served on chromosome 10: probe TBQ7-FTC patients 1, 45, and
46; probe pTB 10.163-FTC patient 46; probe p9-12A-FTC pa-
tients 45 and 46; probe 1-101 -FTC patient 45 and probe pTHH54
-FA patient 15. LOHobserved on chromosome 16: FTC patient
46 and FA patient 14. LOHobserved on chromosome 17: FTC pa-
tient 46.

Structural cytogenetic abnormalities of chromosome 10 ap-
pear to be associated with a primary event in papillary tumori-
genesis, while cytogenetic and molecular genetic anomalies of
chromosome 3 are associated with FTC. Loss of alleles at loci
on chromosome 3p is a characteristic of FTC, and not PTCnor
FA. There maybe a tumor suppressor gene present on chromo-
some 3 important for the development or progression of FTC.
In addition, cytogenetically abnormal clones appear to be more
common in advanced grade primary tumors and in locally re-
curring lesions. However, simple clonal abnormalities may
also occur in grade 1 lesions and can be seen in regional lymph
node metastases.
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Figure 6. Map of chromosome 3 deletions in nine
follicular thyroid tumors. Loci: VHL, Von Hippel-
Lindau disease; RAF], murine leukemia viral (v-raf-1)
oncogene homolog 1; RARB, retinoic acid receptor
B; THRB, thyroid hormone receptor beta; RCC, renal
cell carcinoma; PA, pleomorphic adenoma; SCC,
small cell lung carcinoma; NSCC, non-small cell lung
carcinoma; TF, transferrin; SST, somatostatin; ARH
12, ras related gene; TXN, human thioredoxin;
ZNF35, zinc finger protein gene.

1602 Herrmann et al.



Figure 7. A model for the pathogenesis of nonmedullary thyroid
neoplasia.

Wefavor the model of thyroid tumor formation and pro-
gression proposed by Lemoine et al. (48), and would further
propose that alterations on chromosome 3p may facilitate the
progression of FA to FTC, while inv(l0), with rearrangement
of the ret oncogene, is specifically involved in the pathogenesis
of PTC (Fig. 7). Other, as yet unknown, genetic events may
contribute to the rare transformation to an undifferentiated
(anaplastic) carcinoma (1, 51).

While the overall prognosis of PTCand FTC is good, thus
making clinical correlation of these cytogenetic and molecular
genetic findings premature, perhaps the risk for metastases or
recurrence may eventually be predicted from the presence or
absence of genetic abnormalities. For the present, however, we
believe that the results of these studies have provided a sub-
strate for further more sophisticated genetic investigation of
these relatively common thyroid tumors.
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