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Components of the CDw18 leukocyte surface glycoprotein complex (Mo1/LFA-1/GP 150,95 or MAC-1, LFA-1 family) are
required for some adhesion-related functions of human neutrophils (PMNs). We evaluated the ability of monoclonal
antibodies (MoAb) directed against specific determinants on the CDw18 glycoproteins to inhibit neutrophil adherence to
cultured human endothelial cells (EC) stimulated by a variety of agonists, including thrombin and leukotriene C4, which
induce the EC-dependent adhesion of PMNs. MoAb 60.3, an antibody that binds to an epitope common to the 3
heterodimer subunits of the neutrophil CDw18 complex, potently inhibited (90-100%) the rapid (5-30 minute) adherence
response stimulated by N-formyl-methyionyl-leucyl-phenylalanine, leukotriene B4, platelet-activating factor, phorbol
myristate acetate, Ionophore A23187, and tumor necrosis factor. MoAbs directed against epitopes on the alpha
polypeptide of the CD11b (Mol, MAC-1) heterodimer also inhibited PMN adherence to EC and to cell-free surfaces
induced by these agonists. In contrast, the anti-CDw18 MoAbs had a trivial effect on maximal EC-dependent neutrophil
adherence stimulated by thrombin and leukotriene C4, and incompletely inhibited PMN adherence induced by these
agonists under submaximal conditions. These findings indicate that there is an alternative mechanism for neutrophil
adherence, presumably resulting from molecular alterations of the EC surface, that does not require the PMN CDw18
glycoproteins. They also suggest that the inability to adhere to endothelium may not completely account for the defect in
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by CDw18(Mol, MAC-1/LFA-1/GP 150,95)
Glycoprotein-dependent and -independent Mechanisms
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Nora Eccles Harrison Cardiovascular Research and Training Institute and the Departments of Internal Medicine*
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Abstract

Components of the CDw18 leukocyte surface glycoprotein
complex (Mol/LFA-1/GP 150,95 or MAC-1, LFA-1 family)
are required for some adhesion-related functions of human
neutrophils (PMNs). Weevaluated the ability of monoclonal
antibodies (MoAb) directed against specific determinants on
the CDw18 glycoproteins to inhibit neutrophil adherence to
cultured human endothelial cells (EC) stimulated by a variety
of agonists, including thrombin and leukotriene C4, which in-
duce the EC-dependent adhesion of PMNs. MoAb 60.3, an
antibody that binds to an epitope commonto the 3 heterodimer
subunits of the neutrophil CDw18complex, potently inhibited
(90-100%) the rapid (5-30 minute) adherence response stimu-
lated by N-formyl-methionyl-leucyl-phenylalanine, leuko-
triene B4, platelet-activating factor, phorbol myristate acetate,
lonophore A23187, and tumor necrosis factor. MoAbs directed
against epitopes on the a polypeptide of the CDllb (Mol,
MAC-1) heterodimer also inhibited PMNadherence to EC
and to cell-free surfaces induced by these agonists. In contrast,
the anti-CDwl8 MoAbs had a trivial effect on maximal EC-
dependent neutrophil adherence stimulated by thrombin and
leukotriene C4, and incompletely inhibited PMNadherence
induced by these agonists under submaximal conditions. These
findings indicate that there is an alternative mechanism for
neutrophil adherence, presumably resulting from molecular al-
terations of the EC surface, that does not require the PMN
CDw18 glycoproteins. They also suggest that the inability to
adhere to endothelium may not completely account for the
defect in chemotaxis that is observed in vivo in neutrophils that
are deficient in the CDw18complex.

Introduction

The adherence of neutrophils (PMNs, granulocytes) to the en-
dothelium is a key event in acute inflammation. It is required
for an effective chemotactic response and also for some forms
of neutrophil-mediated vascular injury (1, 2). When stimu-
lated by specific agonists the neutrophils (3), the endothelial
cells (EC)' (4, 5), or both (6), become adhesive, resulting in
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1. Abbreviations used in this paper: EC, endothelial cell; fMLP, N-for-
myl-methionyl-leucyl-phenylalanine; lo A23187, calcium ionophore

accumulation of granulocytes on the EC surface. Recently, a
glycoprotein that is involved in adhesive interactions has been
identified on the surface of activated human neutrophils and
has been designated the CDl lb or Mol glycoprotein (7-10).
The molecule is one of a family of three heterodimers, each
consisting of a common ,3 polypeptide chain and a variable
a-chain, termed the CDwl 8 complex (1, 7-8). Alternatively
the heterodimers have been called the LFA-1, MAC-1, or the
Mol/LFA-l/GP 150,95 glycoprotein family (9, 10). The
CDwl 8 complex is critically involved in a variety of functions
of neutrophils and other leukocytes. Studies with antibodies
directed against specific epitopes on the glycoproteins (10),
and of leukocytes from patients who have an inherited defi-
ciency of the molecules (7-11), have indicated that one or
more components of the CDw18 complex is required for ef-
fective neutrophil chemotaxis and for other adhesion-related
functions. Endothelial cell-dependent neutrophil adhesion
stimulated by some agonists (8), as well as increased neutrophil
adhesiveness resulting from the action of agonists that directly
activate the granulocytes (7, 10), appears to be largely me-
diated by expression of the neutrophil CDwl 8 complex.

In previous studies we found that thrombin and the sulfi-
dopeptide leukotriene, LTC4, cause the endothelial cell-de-
pendent adherence of neutrophils to human endothelial
monolayers (4, 12). In the experiments described in this report
we examined the effect of monoclonal antibodies directed
against the CDwl 8 glycoproteins of PMNson adhesion stimu-
lated by thrombin and LTC4. The results indicate that the
neutrophil adhesive glycoproteins are not absolutely required
for adherence to endothelium stimulated by these agonists, in
contrast to their requirement in adhesion induced by N-for-
myl-methionyl-leucyl-phenylalanine (fMLP), leukotriene B4,
and a variety of other agonists that directly enhance the adhe-
siveness of neutrophils.

Methods

Human endothelial cells. Monolayers of umbilical vein EC were cul-
tured as described (4). Only tightly confluent, primary monolayers of
ECwere used for these experiments.

Adherence of neutrophils to ECmonolayers. The labeling of sus-
pensions of isolated human PMNswith "'In oxine and quantitation of
the adherence of the radiolabeled granulocytes to endothelial mono-
layers were done exactly as described (4). We also examined each
monolayer by phase contrast microscopy to confirm the values calcu-
lated from the binding of "'In-labeled neutrophils. Agonists for PMN
adherence or control buffer were added to PMNsuspensions overlying
EC monolayers and incubated for various times as indicated. The
concentration of each agonist used to stimulate PMNadhesion, and

A23187; LT, leukotriene; MoAb, monoclonal antibody; PAF, plate-
let-activating factor; PMA, phorbol myristate acetate; TNF, human
tumor necrosis factor a.

CDw18Glycoproteins and Polymorphonuclear Leukocytes 531

J. Clin. Invest.
© The American Society for Clinical Investigation, Inc.
0021-9738/88/02/0531/07 $2.00
Volume 81, February 1988, 531-537



the duration of incubation after addition of the agonist, were chosen to
yield maximal adherence (based on preliminary studies) except where
stated otherwise. These agonists included: fMLP, phorbol myristate
acetate (PMA), and calcium ionophore A23187 (IoA23187) from
Sigma Chemical Co. (St. Louis, MO); platelet-activating factor (PAF;
l-0-alkyl-2-acetyl-sn-glycero-3-phosphocholine) from Avanti Polar
Lipids (Birmingham, AL); leukotrienes B4 (LTB4) and C4 (LTC4), pro-
vided by Joshua Rokach, Merck-Frosst Canada Inc. (Quebec, Can-
ada); human a thrombin, provided by George Broze (Washington
University, St. Louis, MO)and John Fenton (New York State Depart-
ment of Health, Albany, NY); and recombinant human tumor ne-
crosis factor (TNFa), a gift from Michael Shepard, Genentech, Inc.
(South San Francisco, CA). In some experiments thrombin or LTC4
was added to the ECfor variable periods, the monolayers were washed,
and PMNswere added for a subsequent 5-min incubation period
(4, 12).

Adherence of neutrophils to cell-free surfaces. The adhesion of
"'In-labeled granulocytes to polystyrene petri dishes preincubated
with human serum albumin or with 0.2% gelatin was measured as
described ( 13).

Monoclonal antibodies. Mouse monoclonal antibodies (MoAb)
60.1, 60.3, and 60.5 were generously provided by John Harlan and
Patrick Beatty of the University of Washington and the Fred Hutchin-
son Cancer Center, Seattle, Washington. MoAb60.3 is an IgG2a anti-
body (6-8, 14) that precipitates all of the polypeptide chains of the
multimeric CDw18 cell surface glycoprotein complex (7), indicating
that it is directed against an epitope on the common beta chain or
against an epitope defined by the quarternary structure of the mole-
cules (7, 10). MoAb 60.1 is an IgGl antibody directed against an
epitope on the a chain polypeptide (am or a ,) (7, 9, 10) of the CDl lb
(MAC-1, Mol) heterodimer (7). Both MoAb60.3 and 60.1 have been
shown to inhibit neutrophil adhesive functions in response to some
agonists (7, 10). MoAb 60.5 is an IgG2a antibody directed against a
class I HLA antigen found on human peripheral blood leukocytes and
on EC (6, 8); it was used as a control antibody. In experiments with
each of these purified antibodies we pretreated neutrophils with satu-
rating concentrations of the MoAb for 10 min at room temperature
before addition of the suspensions to EC monolayers. The antibody
was present in the PMNsuspensions throughout their incubation with
the EC.

Monoclonal antibody Mola, a murine IgG2a directed against an
epitope on the amchain of the CDl lb (Mol, MAC-1) heterodimer (10,
15), was generously provided by R. F. Todd III, (University of Michi-
gan Medical Center, Ann Arbor, MI) in mouse ascites. Mouse ascites
fluid containing an IgG2a MoAbdirected against a human HLA-B27
antigen (Cooper Biomedical, Inc., Malvern, PA) or against a 200,000
mol wt human leukocyte antigen (GAP 8.3, American Type Culture
Collection, provided by Charles Parker, University of Utah) were used
as control antibodies. MoAb Mo1 a or the control MoAb was incu-
bated with PMNsuspensions for 20 min at room temperature before
addition to EC and was present throughout the incubation. Prelimi-
nary experiments indicated that MoAbMola inhibited fMLP-stimu-
lated PMNadherence to cell-free surfaces and to EC in a concentra-
tion-related fashion with a maximal effect at a dilution of the original
ascites fluid of 1:1,000.

The percent inhibition of agonist-stimulated PMNadherence by
MoAbs was calculated after subtracting the value for basal, unstimu-
lated PMNadherence from the values for agonist-stimulated adher-
ence in the presence of MoAbor control buffer. Reduction of stimu-
lated adherence by MoAb to values equal to, or lower than, unstimu-
lated adherence is reported as 100% inhibition.

Results
Effect of monoclonal antibodies on adherence stimulated by
agonists that directly increase neutrophil adhesiveness. MoAb
60.3 identifies an antigen that is broadly expressed on myeloid
and lymphoid leukocytes including PMNs(10, 14). It inhibits

a number of neutrophil functions that are dependent on adhe-
sion (7, 8). Therefore, we evaluated the ability of MoAb60.3 to
inhibit PMNadherence in response to soluble stimuli that
directly enhance the adhesiveness of neutrophils. In prelimi-
nary experiments we found that MoAb60.3 inhibited fMLP-
stimulated PMNadherence to EC monolayers and to albu-
min-treated petri dishes in a concentration-dependent fashion
with maximal inhibition at 10 ,ug/ml. This result is similar to
the concentration dependence previously reported by Harlan
et al., using other agonists (16). A time course (1-30 min)
demonstrated that maximal inhibition occurred when PMN
suspensions were pretreated with MoAb60.3 (10 ,ug/ml) for as
little as 5 min at 22°C before stimulation with fMLP. In eight
subsequent experiments in which PMNswere pretreated with
MoAb 60.3 and their adherence to EC in response to fMLP
was measured, the mean inhibition was 98% (Table I and Fig.
1). In several of these experiments the adherence of fMLP-
stimulated PMNswas reduced below the level of basal, un-
stimulated adherence in the presence of MoAb60.3. Wethen
examined the effect of the antibody on adherence stimulated
by other soluble agonists added to neutrophil suspensions in
the fluid phase, using concentrations of the agonists that
caused maximal or near-maximal adhesion. MoAb60.3 inhib-
ited adherence to EC in response to LTB4, PAF, TNF, PMA,
and calcium ionophore A23187 by 93-100% under these con-
ditions (Table I). The antibody also potently inhibited PMN
aggregation stimulated by fMLP, LTB4, PAF, CSa fragments
in zymosan-activated plasma, and PMA(not shown), and in-
hibited neutrophil adherence to cell-free surfaces (Table I). In

Table I. Inhibition of Neutrophil Adherence
by Monoclonal Antibodies

Agonist MoAb60.3 MoAb60.1 MoAb60.5 Mola

Adherence to human EC:
fMLP 98±4 (8) 70±9 (2) 16±12 (5) 54 (1)
LTB4 100±1(4) 83 (1) 18±15 (2) -
PAF 98±11 (4) - 10(1)
TNFa 100±0 (4)
PMA 100±1 (2) 79±12 (3) 0 (1) 68±10 (2)
Io A23187 95±7 (2) -

Adherence to cell-free surfaces:
fMLP 89±9 (5) 86±10 (4) 9 (1) 50±15 (4)
LTB4 99±2 (2) 99±2 (2) -
PAF 97 (1) 91±6 (2) 20 (1)

In each experiment neutrophil suspensions that had been preincu-
bated with MoAb(60.3 - 10 gg/ml; 60.1 - 40 ,ug/ml; 60.5 - 10 or
40 ug/ml; Mol a - 1:1,000) or control solution (PBS) were added to
ECmonolayers or to cell-free surfaces, an agonist or control buffer
was added, and the suspensions were incubated as described in
Methods. The concentrations and durations of incubation for each
agonist were: fMLP, LTB4, PAF, 1 AM, 5 min; PMA, 10 or 100
ng/ml, 30 min; Io A23187, 10 ,M, 5 or 30 min; TNFa, 1,000 or
10,000 U/ml, 30 min. Each of the agonists listed stimulated PMN
adherence to cell-free surfaces in addition to EC, but MoAb inhibi-
tion of this response was studied with only fMLP, LTB4, and PAF.
The mean (±SD) percent inhibition of adherence resulting from
treatment with MoAb, calculated as described in Methods, is shown
with the number of experiments in parentheses.
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Figure 1. MoAb60.3 minimally inhibits neutrophil adherence to
thrombin-stimulated EC. Neutrophil suspensions were preincubated
with PBS (open bars), MoAb60.3 (10 ,g/ml, hatched bars), or
MoAb60.5 (10 Ag/ml, stippled bars), added to ECmonolayers,
thrombin, fMLP, or control buffer was added, and adherence was
determined after a 5-min incubation. In one experiment ECwere
pretreated with thrombin or control buffer for 5 min and washed
(Methods) before addition of the neutrophil suspensions. Each bar
indicates the mean + 1 SDof four (thrombin) or eight experiments
(fMLP and control buffer).

contrast, MoAb60.5 caused a maximum of 20% inhibition of
PMNadherence in response to various agonists (Table I).

Effect ofMoAb 60.3 on EC-dependent neutrophil adherence
stimulated by thrombin. Because MoAb 60.3 potently inhib-
ited neutrophil adherence to EC stimulated by a variety of
agonists that directly enhance PMNadhesiveness (Table I), we
examined its effect on adherence stimulated by thrombin.
Humana-thrombin induces increased neutrophil adhesion by
an endothelial cell-dependent mechanism, and does not di-
rectly alter neutrophil adhesiveness (4). In four experiments,
MoAb 60.3 caused a mean 18% inhibition of the adherence
stimulated by 2 U/ml thrombin, whereas it completely inhib-
ited fMLP-stimulated adherence in parallel incubations (Fig.
1). Thrombin-stimulated adherence was unchanged or slightly
enhanced by MoAb60.5. Wefound similar results when endo-
thelial cells were preincubated with thrombin (5 min, 37°C)
followed by washing and the addition of control or MoAb-
treated PMNs, or when the thrombin was added to MoAb-
pretreated neutrophil suspensions in the presence of endothe-
lial cells (Methods). Increasing the concentration of MoAb
60.3 from 1O to 40 ug/ml did not further increase the inhibi-
tion.

The experiments in Fig. 1 demonstrate that MoAb 60.3
had a minor effect on PMNadherence caused by concentra-
tions of thrombin that induce maximal EC-dependent adhe-
sion (4, 13), suggesting that the PMNCDw18 complex plays a
minor role and is not absolutely required for neutrophil adher-
ence to thrombin-stimulated endothelium under these condi-
tions. To determnine if the neutrophil CDw18 glycoproteins are
required for submaximal endothelial cell-dependent adhesion,
we examined the effect of MoAb60.3 on neutrophil adherence
stimulated by lower concentrations of thrombin. In two ex-

periments MoAb 60.3 reduced PMNadherence induced by
submaximal concentrations of thrombin (0.1-0.5 U/ml) by
22-40%. This result suggests that the neutrophil glycoproteins
play a greater role in the adhesive interaction when EC are
activated under submaximal conditions. However, the adher-
ence of MoAb 60.3-treated PMNsremained significantly ele-
vated at suboptimal concentrations of thrombin and was not
reduced to basal levels at any thrombin concentration (Fig. 2).

Effect ofMoAb 60.3 on EC-dependent neutrophil adherence
stimulated by LTC4. Wethen examined the effect of MoAb
60.3 on neutrophil adherence induced by LTC4, an agonist
that also acts by an endothelial cell-dependent mechanism
(12). The LTC4-stimulated adhesiveness of the endothelial
cells is both concentration- and time-dependent (12); in con-
trast to thrombin, which causes maximal adherence at 5-10
min (4), LTC4-induced neutrophil adherence continuously in-
creases during this period, with a peak at 30 min (12). There-
fore we studied the ability of MoAb60.3 to inhibit submaxi-
mal (at 5 miii) and maximal (at 30 min) LTC4-induced adher-
ence. At 5 min, the adherence of PMNstreated with MoAb
60.3 (10 ,g/ml) was 15±10% compared to 22±7% for PMNs
treated with control buffer (n = 4, P = 0.05 by paired t test),
representing a mean 65% inhibition (range 9-100%) (Figs. 3 A,
4). At 30 min the adherence of MoAb60.3-treated PMNswas
35±11% versus 42±15% for control neutrophils (n = 7, P
= 0.04 by paired t test), a mean 21% inhibition (range 3-36%).
In 2 of these experiments there was essentially no inhibition of
LTC4-induced adherence by MoAb60.3 at 30 min (5% or less;
Fig. 4), although the antibody inhibited adherence stimulated
by one or more of the agonists shown in Table I in parallel
incubations (Figs. 3 and 4). In two additional experiments the
adherence of MoAb 60.3-treated PMNswas 70-100% of the
adherence of control PMNsto EC stimulated with submaxi-
mal or maximal concentrations of LTC4 (0.1 - 5 X 10-6 M)
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Figure 2. Neutrophils treated with MoAb60.3 adhere to endothelial
cells stimulated with submaximal as well as maximal concentrations
of thrombin. PMNswere preincubated with control buffer (closed
circles) or MoAb60.3 (open triangles), added to EC monolayers,
thrombin was added in the indicated concentrations, and adherence
was determined after a 5-min incubation as described in Methods
and Fig. 1. The adherence of neutrophils pretreated with control
buffer (hatched bar) or MoAb60.3 (open bar) in response to fMLP
was measured in parallel. The dashed line indicates PMNadherence
in response to control buffer in place of thrombin or fMLP. The
data from one experiment are shown; a second experiment yielded
qualitatively similar results.
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horizontal axis) was added, and adherence was determined after a 30-min incubation. Each pair of bars indicates the result of one experiment.
Additional experiments confirmed that MoAb60.3 inhibited neutrophil adherence stimulated by each of the agonists (Table I).

for 30 min. The results were similar when control and MoAb
60.3-treated neutrophils were added to EC that had been
preincubated- with LTC4 for the indicated times and when
neutrophil suspensions were added to the ECmonolayers and
incubated for the specified times after addition of LTC4. In-
creasing the concentration of the antibody to 40 ,ug/ml did not
further increase the inhibition after a 30-min incubation (10-6
MLTC4; n = 2). Pretreatment of the neutrophils with MoAb
60.5 resulted in adherence that was the same as, or greater
than, the adherence of control leukocytes (Fig. 3 A).

To exclude the possibility that the activity of MoAb 60.3
decreased during the longer 30-min incubation periods (Figs. 3
A and 4), we measured its effect on PMA-, ionophore-, and
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TNF-induced adherence in parallel incubations of this dura-
tion. The antibody completely inhibited PMNadherence in
response to these mediators at 30 min, including the dramatic
increase in adhesion stimulated by PMA(Fig. 3 B).

Effect of monoclonal antibodies directed at other epitopes of
CDwJ8on neutrophil adherence. MoAb60.1 (40 ,ug/ml) inhib-
ited fMLP-, LTB4-, PAF-, and PMA-stimulated PMNadher-
ence to EC and to cell-free surfaces by 70-99% (Table I). In
contrast, in three experiments the antibody inhibited LTC4-
stimulated adherence (10-6 M, 30 min) by 29±19% (range
8-43%). In three additional experiments MoAb60.1 inhibited
thrombin-stimulated adherence (2 U/ml, 5 min) by 33% or
less.

CONTROL

60.3

f ML P

Figure 4. Neutrophils treated with MoAb60.3 avidly
adhere to LTC4-stimulated endothelial cells. PMN
suspensions were pretreated with MoAb60.3 (10
yg/ml) or PBS for 10 min, added to ECmonolayers,
LTC4 (10-6 M) was added, and the incubations were
stopped at the indicated times. The adherence of
PMNspretreated with control buffer or MoAb60.3
in response to fMLP was measured after a 5-min in-
cubation in parallel. The figure demonstrates the data
from one experiment.
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In two experiments MoAbMo1 a inhibited PMA-induced
neutrophil adherence to EC by 61-75% whereas ascites fluids
containing control antibody did not inhibit adherence. In par-
allel incubations in these experiments the adherence of MoAb
Molca-treated neutrophils was the same as, or greater than,
that of control antibody-treated neutrophils in response to
thrombin (2 U/ml, 5 min) or LTC4 (10-6 M, 30 min).

Discussion

Identification of the molecular mechanisms involved in neu-
trophil adherence to endothelium promises to be a key to
deciphering processes that control acute inflammation, con-
tribute to inflammatory vascular injury, and that are disrupted
in certain life-threatening syndromes of leukocyte dysfunction
(17). Recent observations indicate that the CD1 lb (MAC-1,
Mo1) heterodimer of the CDw18 glycoprotein complex is criti-
cally involved in neutrophil adhesive interactions including
aggregation, adhesion to nonbiologic surfaces, and adhesion to
endothelium (6-11). In this study we found that a monoclonal
antibody directed against a commondeterminant on the gly-
coproteins of the leukocyte CDw18complex, MoAb60.3, and
antibodies directed against epitopes on the a polypeptide chain
of the CDl lb heterodimer, MoAbs 60.1 and Mol a, inhibited
neutrophil adherence to endothelium and to cell-free surfaces
stimulated by a variety of agonists of different classes (Table I).
The relative potency of the antibodies as inhibitors of PMN
adherence to EC (MoAb 60.3 > 60.1 2 Mo1 a, Table I) was
similar to the hierarchy of inhibition of leukocyte adhesion-
dependent functions by other MoAbs directed against specific
epitopes on the a or ,3 polypeptides (18). The results in Table I
demonstrate that one mechanism for rapid adhesion of PMNs
to endothelium induced by these agonists in the fluid phase
involves activation of the neutrophils and expression of the
adhesive glycoprotein. For some of the agonists, particularly
fMLP and LTB4 (3, 19), the relative contributions of a direct
effect on the neutrophils and an endothelial cell-dependent
mechanism has been previously questioned (1-4, 19, 20).
HumanTNFa causes both a direct enhancement of neutrophil
adhesiveness as well as increased neutrophil adherence result-
ing from an alteration in the EC surface, depending on the
time of incubation (6, 8). The rapid (30 min), direct increase in
PMNadhesiveness induced by TNFa is reported to be com-
pletely inhibited by treatment with MoAbs 60.3 and 60.1 (6),
an observation that is confirmed by the data in Table I. The
findings in Table I are also consistent with previously pub-
lished reports of the effects of MoAbs 60.3 and 60.1 on PMN
adherence induced by PMA, To A23187, and fMLP under
different temporal conditions (7, 16) and with observations
that anti-Mo 1 a inhibits neutrophil aggregation induced by
fMLP and CSa (10).

MoAb60.3 was a particularly useful reagent because of its
potency and because it is directed against an epitope found on
each of the heterodimeric members of the CDw18 complex
and therefore against the GP 150,95 as well as the CDI lb
(Mo 1, MAC-1) heterodimers (1, 7, 10). Both of these glyco-
proteins are expressed on the surface of activated PMNsand
may be important in their adhesive responses (7, 16, 18, 21).
Furthermore, treatment of normal PMNs with MoAb 60.3
reproduces the adherence-dependent functional deficiencies
found in granulocytes from patients that are genetically defi-
cient in the CDw18 molecules (7, 16). Therefore, we examined

the effects of MoAb60.3 on endothelial cell-dependent PMN
adherence stimulated by thrombin and LTC4 in detail, and in
selected experiments compared them to the effects of mono-
clonal antibodies directed against other epitopes on the
CDw18 glycoproteins. In each experiment we did parallel in-
cubations using fMLP or another agonist that directly en-
hanced the adhesiveness of the neutrophils (Table I) to docu-
ment the efficacy of the anti-CDwl 8 antibodies.

In contrast to adherence stimulated by the agonists in
Table I, the endothelial cell-dependent neutrophil adherence
induced by peak concentrations of thrombin or LTC4 was only
minimally altered by saturating concentrations of antibodies
directed against epitopes of the CDw18 glycoprotein complex.
MoAb60.3, which inhibited neutrophil adherence induced by
fMLP and other direct PMNagonists by 95-100% (Table I),
inhibited maximal thrombin- and LTC4-stimulated adherence
by approximately 20% (Results and Figs. 1-4). The adherence
of PMNsto EC that were treated with submaximal concentra-
tions of thrombin was inhibited to a greater extent by MoAb
60.3 (Results), as was adherence to LTC4-stimulated endothe-
lial cells at a submaximal time point (Figs. 3 A and 4; 5 min
time point). This suggests that expression of the neutrophil
glycoprotein complex may amplify the adhesive interaction
under conditions in which the EC are not maximally stimu-
lated. We previously observed that a fraction of the PMNs
adherent to thrombin- and LTC4-stimulated endothelium
were polarized (4, 12, 13), indicating that they had been acti-
vated. These leukocytes likely express increased numbers of
CDw18 heterodimers on their surfaces (10, 16), an event
predicted to potentiate adhesion and to be inhibited by
MoAb60.3.

Although the neutrophil glycoproteins may play a greater
role under conditions in which submaximal endothelial cell-
dependent adherence occurs, they are apparently not required
for significantly-enhanced adherence by the EC-dependent
mechanism. This observation is clearly demonstrated in Figs.
1, 2, and 4 (30' time point). Furthermore, in some experiments
there was essentially no inhibition of thrombin- or LTC4-in-
duced adhesion, although there was complete inhibition of
adhesion stimulated by fMLP or PMAin parallel, "side-by-
side" incubations (Figs. 2 and 4). These findings support pre-
vious observations suggesting that there are molecular changes
in the EC surface in response to thrombin and LTC4 that
promote neutrophil adherence (4, 12), and indicate that the
neutrophil CDw18 glycoprotein complex is not absolutely re-
quired for this adhesive interaction. In view of the redundant
mechanisms involved in inflammation, it is not unexpected
that more than one molecular event may be involved in a
fundamental response such as granulocyte adhesion.2

In contrast to our findings, Pohlman et al. concluded that
endothelial cell-dependent neutrophil adherence induced by
interleukin 1, TNFa, and lipopolysaccharide occurs by a
mechanism that is dependent on the CDw18 molecules (8).
This discrepancy may be due to the fact that there are signifi-

2. A recent report suggests that murine neutrophils have a surface
protein that is distinct from the CDw18glycoproteins and that partici-
pates in PMNadhesion to endothelium. (Lewinsohn, D. M., R. F.
Bargatze and E. C. Butcher. 1987. Leukocyte-endothelial cell recogni-
tion: evidence of a common molecular mechanism shared by neutro-
phils, lymphocytes, and other leukocytes. J. Immunol. 138:4313-
432 1).
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cant differences in the endothelial cell-dependent neutrophil
adhesion induced by these cytokines (5, 6, 8) compared to that
induced by thrombin and LTC4 (4, 12, 13), and that different
molecular mechanisms are involved. However Pohlman et al.
also noted that PMNstreated with MoAb 60.3, and neutro-
phils from a CDwl 8-deficient patient, adhered to TNF-, inter-
leukin 1-, and endotoxin-treated EC, albeit much less avidly
than did control leukocytes (8). This observation is consistent
with the hypothesis that one or more proadhesive molecules
on the endothelial surface mediate the interaction with PMNs
without an absolute requirement for the neutrophil glycopro-
teins. The identity of the endothelial cell adhesive molecule(s)
remains to be determined. Wepreviously suggested that PAF
that is endogenously synthesized by thrombin- or LTC4-acti-
vated ECmay directly mediate the adhesive interaction (4, 12,
13). Taken at face value, the experiments in Table I argue
against this hypothesis since MoAb 60.3 inhibited PMNad-
herence induced by exogenous PAF but had little effect on
maximal adherence stimulated by thrombin or LTC4 (Figs.
1-4). However, it is possible that PAF associated with a bio-
logic surface (i.e. the plasma membrane of the EC) interacts
with the PMNin a different way from micellar PAFpresented
in solution. In the first condition the PAF will likely interact
with a localized part of the neutrophil plasma membrane in
vectorial fashion, whereas in the second condition there will be
global presentation of the PAFmolecules to the PMNsurface.
The mechanisms involved in the adhesive interaction may
vary in the two situations. In addition, the motion and redis-
tribution of receptors in the neutrophil plasma membrane (22)
may vary when PMNadhesion occurs in one condition as
opposed to the other; neutrophil receptor mobility may also
vary when PMNsadhere to the altered surface of an activated
endothelial cell, rather than a quiescent EC, since the nature of
the surface influences these events (22, 23). Wecannot exclude
the possibility there is localized expression of the CDwl 8 gly-
coproteins on an area of the PMNmembrane adjacent to the
ECwhen the neutrophils are activated by PAFassociated with
the endothelial surface and that the anti-CDw1 8 antibodies
were excluded from this microenvironment in our experi-
ments. Finally, it is also possible that the MoAb60.3-inhibit-
able PMNadherence to ECstimulated by thrombin and LTC4
(20-65%, depending on whether the ECare maximally or sub-
maximally activated; Results) is mediated by endogenously
synthesized PAF, whereas the remainder is mediated by a sec-
ond molecular species (4).

Our observations also suggest that the neutrophil CDwl 8
glycoprotein molecules may have important functions aside
from mediating adhesion. Neutrophils from patients with a
genetic deficiency of the CDw18 complex cannot migrate to
extravascular sites in vivo (7-1 1). Treatment of normal PMNs
with MoAb 60.3 reproduces the deficits of adhesive function
found in leukocytes from CDw18-deficient patients, including
the chemotactic defect (7, 16). Yet MoAb60.3-treated PMNs
can partially or fully adhere to ECinduced to become adhesive
by thrombin, LTC4, or other mediators (Figs. 1-3 and Ref. 8),
and neutrophils from patients with CDwl 8 deficiency retained
the ability to adhere to ECin a basal, unstimulated fashion (16,
24) or the partial ability to undergo enhanced adherence by an
EC-dependent mechanism (8). Similar events may occur in
vivo since neutrophils accumulate in microvessels adjacent to
sites of infection but do not migrate into extravascular tissues
in some patients with CDwl 8 deficiency (1 1). These observa-

tions suggest that adhesion is required, but not sufficient, for
directed PMNmigration, further suggesting that CDwl 8 defi-
ciency results in additional defects in chemotaxis and other
complex, adhesion-related, neutrophil functions. The glyco-
proteins may be important in transducing signals from the
external environment to intracellular regulatory systems. This
possibility is suggested by observations that other surface gly-
coproteins that are important in adhesion-related functions
have extensive intracellular domains providing sites for inter-
action with cytoplasmic proteins and cytoskeletal elements
(25) and that key regulatory proteins are concentrated at
points of cell-cell adhesion in some mammalian cells (26).
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